Smith County Chamber of

commerce Connection

Kickoff for Chamber Membership

Join the Smith County Chamber of Commerce and let us help
your business succeed with benefits that range from assistance
with ribbon -cutting ceremonies to networking opportunities.
Take advantage of the strength of an organization with mem-
bers dedicated to a strong local economy. It begins with your
membership in the Smith County Chamber of Commerce.

Membership is open to any individual, business or group shar-
ing the common goal of making Smith County a better place to
live, work and play. If you have not been contacted and would
like more information about our reasonable membership fees
please contact Denise at the Chamber. 7382093

Top 10 reasons to join the Chamber:

1. Gain enhanced credibility and corporate identity:

Chamber membership shows your commitment and loyalty to
the Smith County community. As a member, you receive rec-
ognition for participating in an organization considered to be
the backbone of the business community.

2. Create Visibility: Visibility is crucial to effective market-

ing and as Chamber members you are offeredFREE publicity.
Member 6s businessesClaamber ®@ssmo
Site business directory giving members FREE worldwide ex-
posure with the site averaging 2,500 hits per month. In addi-

tion to the website our members have the opportunity to adver-
tise their special events, sales, and promotions FREE in our
monthly newsletter i The Smith County Chamber Con-

nection which is emailed to over 700 individuals in Smith and
the surrounding counti es.
appear on the one hourDTC Channel 3 television pro-
gram, Smith County Chamber Corner, which is aired
four times a week in DeKalb, Cannon and Smith counties with
2,400 plus viewers. Members also have exposure to hundreds
of business people at Chamber programs, and events through
advertising and sponsorship opportunities.

3. Acquire referrals: Every day the Chamber receives calls
from individuals and businesses looking for potential vendors,
and we recommend only Chamber members. Referrals are an
easy way for us to market your company. We also feature
Chamber memberd6s business car
our office for the many individuals that stop by inquiring about

Me Mg Give back to the community:

places to visit, eat, and shop.

4. Participate in the economic development of Smith

County: As a member of the Chamber, you are an investor in
the economic growth of our community. When the Chamber
assists companies locating here or those expanding their busi-
ness locally with financing, job training or incentives through
the local governments and industrial board, it means more
jobs, more customers for you and new dollars flowing into our
local economy. The Chamber is always working to promote
the Local Multiplier Effect. This refers to how many times dol-
lars are recirculated within a local economy before leaving
through the purchase of an import.

5. Obtain more business skills: Information -packed
meetings, seminars, forums and workshops will be designed
for improved business performance.

6. Receive valuable business contacts and expand
networking opportunities: Meet with fellow members at
upcoming events and meetings scheduled just for chamber
members in 2012.

7. Ribbon Cuttings/Grand Openings: These ceremonies
which increase the visibility of new or expanding businesses
are provided to Chamber members only. New members are
featured in local media, providing FREE immediate exposure.

8. Improve your bottom line: Most companies can claim
a major portion of their annual Chamber investment as a tax-
deductible business expense.

the Chamber of Com-
merce gives its members opportunities to be a part of the pre-
sent and future success of our county. Regardless of how in-
volved you become, you will receive unequaled opportunities
to grow personally and professionally. Our community
minded goals are realistic, timely, and bold and promote a
spirit of teamwork and enthusiasm. The opportunity to give
back to Smith County is yours through the programs and com-
mittees of the Chamber of Commerce.

10. Have a voice in the business community: The
Chamber takes a leadership role studying and taking action on
legislation that affects business at the city, county, and federal
level.
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Welcome New Chamber Members

The Smith County Chamber of 5 Happy J
Commerce would like to welcome . .
our NEWEST chamber mem- Skatmg Rink
We are so very excited to wel-

bers. This month we have gained
membership from three local come owner Ray Nesbitt, Jr and
the rest of the

businesses.

as members of the Smith County
Chamber! Happy
Hwy 53, is open Friday & Satur-
day nights from 7:00 8 10:00
p.m. Party rooms are available
for rent. Their prices are great
and they would love to have you
and your family and friends for
your next big event! Skating is
great exercise and a fun family
DJOos Pri me S activity for all! Call Ray for rental
rates for your special event at
735-9957 or 615943-4104

Verizon Wireless

Your hometown Verizon store,
located at 306 Main Street, has
friendly & familiar faces to assist
you with all your Verizon Wireless o ‘
needs. Add a line for just $9.99, | AR A 1k
Upgrade to a 4G Smartphone L to R: Suzanne Schwan, Denise Hackett
with internet service, or add the
new home phone connect service to
your account for only $29 a month
for unlimited nationwide calling.
Stop in and see Mandi Jo Ferrell

(store manager) or Amy Apple

If you are looking for a place that
offers full auto detailing, window
tint, headlight restoration, custom

(assistant manager) and find out graphics, as well as personalized r =
more about their service plans and  §,or magnets and license plates, I %
upcoming holiday sales! Store then DJ&s Prime St

hours are Monday -Friday 9:00
a.m.d 6:00 p.m. and Saturday 9:00
a.m.o 4:00 p.m.

place to go! They SKATING RINK
boats, motorcycles, campers and 735-9957
much more! Located at 40 Dixon : —

Springs Hwy. , DJ <
offers a Deluxe Package,
which includes interior

and exterior cleaning for
as little as $25 for cars and
standard trucks or $35 for
full size trud
They are insured to pick

- up and deliver your vehi-
cle! Call John or Suzanne
at 735-1800 for other
package prices or to book
your appointment today!

L to R: Denise Hackett, Mandi Jo Ferrell, Amy Apple
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Christmas Open House: A HUGE Success!

Community Comments:

AOur turn out for
Open House was way beyond our
expectations. We had over 250
guest at the Hilltop Shops and

every shop had more guest than
expected. This event was such a
success. o0

-Judy Smith, Hilltop Shops

Ail't was wonder f ul
crowd in town on Sunday for the
Christmas Open Houses. The Help
Center had great sales that day,
thanks to the many people who
stopped in to visit and to shop.
Having the doorprize tickets
available at each participating
business was a great way to

get people into the stores and to
ensure more chances of win-

ning a cash prize. | think every-
one who stayed for the Christ-

mas Tree Lighting enjoyed

coming together, singing
Christmas carols, drinking hot
chocolate and just having the
opportunity to visit with each

other and start the season off

right with a o6dov
vor! o
-Dawn Bass
il want to thank

person who made the Christmas
Open House an overwhelming suc-
cess! The crowd in Step Into the
Past was delightful. Our doorprize
winner was Veleda Smith. Such a
feeling of pride to see our sweet lit
tree in front of

-Teresa Turner, Step Into the Past

Al fell SO
munity where my grandchildren
can attend events such as the car-
oling and lighting of the Christmas
tree, There was so much pride and
togetherness and a sense of com-
munity shared at this event. It

truly demonstrated the real spirit
of Christmas and made a lasting
memory for everyone who was
fortunate enough to attend. | want
my grandchildren to develop a
sense of community and be proud
of it. o

-Marreet Hutchins

Thank You:

We were so excited to see such a
great turn out for Christmas Open
House and Community Christmas
Tree Lighting Ceremony. We esti-
mate that 250-300 people were in
attendance and over 1,500 tickets
were turned in for the cash prizes.
We hope everyone had a great time
and hope to continue this tradition

f or t u rforyearstocome. L

The Chamber of Commerce would
like to extend a thank you to the
local business owners who partici-
pated in the Open House the eve-
ryone that visited and supported
the businesses.

A special thank you to the those
who made the Community Christ-
mas Tree Lighting Ceremony pos-
sible: Citizens Bank, Community
Bank of Smith County, Green Bank
and Smith County Bank for their
donations for the cash prize draw-
ing, Community Bank for the deli-
cious hot chocolate, Terri Lynn
and Mike Weaver for the enter-
tainment with the beautiful Christ-
mas music, and the Smith County
Rescue Squad for their services
during the event.

The Christmas Tree Lighting Cere-
mony would not be possible with-
out the tremendous efforts of
County Mayor Michael Nesbitt,
City Mayor Sabra Hodge and their
wonderful staff along with Dil-

l ardés Tree Servi
ing their efforts to get the tree in
place and decorated. Thank you
Judy Smith, Chase Collins, Marvin
Baker, and Ann Gillis for the bows
that were placed on the lamp
posts throughout Main Street.
Thank you also to Smith County
Hardware for their donation of the
lift that was used to decorate the
tree. It was wonderful to see our
community come together for the
event and we appreciate every-
onebs attendance

ce

an.



